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Mission Statement

Urban Youth Action, Inc., empowers young people to develop positive life and lead-
ership skills by connecting learning to the world of work and the pursuit of postsec-
ondary education.

Message from the Board Chair, Audrey J. Murrell, Ph.D.

This is my first annual report as board chair for Urban Youth Ac-
tion, Inc., and it is both a personal honor and humbling experi-
ence to issue this message to our friends, family and supporters.
It has been an exciting and busy year for UYA. We have seen
our programs expand, students graduate to new life challeng-
es, new board members and staff join our ranks and long-time
friends say goodbye. All of these changes add to the growth and
strength of UYA as we seek to empower youth to be work ready,
life prepared and community minded.

The members of the board of directors are energized over the direction of Urban
Youth Action. Our collective focus for the future is to build upon the strong foun-
dation that has been provided over the past 40 years. We will continue to impact
our region by helping youth prepare for a changing world of work through our core
programs in workforce development, educational achievement, financial literacy, en-
trepreneurship and leadership development. These activities not only comprise the
portfolio of programs and services of UYA, but they also impact our region’s econo-
my as we build our capacity in critical areas such as science, technology, healthcare,
financial services and entrepreneurship.

As we remember the past, we also are focused on the future of UYA. Our new strategic
vision involves expanding the UYA portfolio to include a greater emphasis on tech-
nology, regional partnerships and international involvement. My passion as board
chair continues to be for us to live out the dream of our founder, Bernard H. Jones.
He compelled us to prepare youth not just for the world of today, but for the world
that is yet to come. With the help of superb board members, committed staff and
passionate young people, UYA is poised to meet this charge and fulfill this dream. We
continue along a challenging yet exhilarating journey as an organization. We ask for
your support, your input and your prayers.

Message from the President & CEO, Karris M. Jackson, M.S.Ed.

It is always exciting to report another great year at Urban Youth
Action, Inc. The 2006-2007 school year brought several enhance-
ments, including the hiring of a Chief Operating Officer and the de-
velopment of key youth workforce development initiatives. These
developments are just some of the strategies we are pursuing to
become the recognized expert on youth workforce development
within the Pittsburgh region.

Another is our partnership with the Division of Applied Research and Evaluation, Office of
Child Development at the University of Pittsburgh. Through this partnership, a thorough
evaluation of the entire organization is being conducted and the implementation of an
evidence-based programming model and evaluation component will be instituted. The
addition of this evaluation is helping UYA to develop its capacity to define, measure and
educate others on the key outcomes of the organization through the UYA Scorecard.

One of our most important relationships is with the POISE Foundation. POISE serves as
the overseer of UYA's Endowment and Educational Fund. We are continually striving to
identify ways to develop resources and increase the fund to support our core programs,
as evidenced by the appeal in this annual report. The growth of the Endowment Fund is
necessary to strengthen UYA's financial position in support of long-term development
and innovation in its youth programming. Thank you for your continued support!



Business Education/Internship Students Attend Las Vegas Convention

Through Urban Youth Action’s partnership with the National
Foundation for Teaching Entrepreneurship (NFTE), approxi-
mately 35 young people were exposed to the NFTE curriculum
and a subset completed business plans and participated in a
local competition. As a result of this exposure, 13 young people
identified entrepreneurship as a career goal and signed up to
be the first UYA class to participate in special year-long business
internships. This gave these business-minded youths the op-
portunity to apply knowledge gained throughout their educa-
tional sessions to their project-driven internships. They learned
about business structures, commerce, trade, teamwork, profit
and risk taking. They were mentored by Carl Knoblock, U.S.
Small Business Administration; Majestic Lane, Community Em-
powerment; and Khari Mosley, community activist. At the end

Heinz Endowments
First Commonwealth Bank
Blue Tree Capital
Bernard H. Jones Jr.
PPG Industries Foundation

UYA'S PROGRAM SERVICES

Youth Development Program

of the course, they developed a retail business plan for a cloth-
ing store.

The internship program culminated with seven participants at-
tending an international clothing trade fair in Las Vegas (with
adult supervision) in February 2007. At this event, called “The
Magic Show,” the students attended workshops regarding re-
tail selling techniques and forecasting. Some students met with
representatives from major clothing lines. They attended fash-
ion shows, and they were excited to meet several celebrities
(students shown above with recording artist, Nelly). The Magic
Show was a unique, high-energy event and very memorable for
the students and staff who attended. We thank the following
organizations for providing financial support for this activity:

POISE Foundation
Michael J. Mingrone
Friends of Jake Wheatley
Richard McDonald
National Foundation for Teaching Entrepreneurship

Message from the Youth Director,
Jordan Welch

Urban Youth Action has grown
so much throughout the 41

UYA offers a year-round Youth Development Program for youth in grades 9th
through 12th that provides the necessary skills to transition from high school to
the world of work and/or post secondary education. This is achieved through a
series of weekly educational training sessions, monthly community service experi-
ences, various enrichment activities, internship opportunities, career mentoring,
academic tutoring and post secondary education assistance.

School-Based Program

To support its ongoing mission surrounding youth workforce development,
UYA operates a School-Based Program in Partnership with local school districts,
offering violence prevention and workforce development resources to help at-risk
youth improve attendance, behavior, and academic performance.

Outreach Program

UYA’'s Community Outreach Program involves collaborations with other
community-based organizations and includes events such as an annual science fair
for students and a youth business symposium for groups that provide or support
work experiences for young people.

years of its existence. It isamaz-
ing to see the presence of UYA
along with the support for the
program to mature. | hope to
see this program expand even
more and really draw in this
new generation. There are so many more
responsibilities and challenges that have
been given to our generation. So much
that today’s youth need support of guid-
ance from viable community-based or-
ganizations like UYA. The connections
that will grow and develop amongst the
different departments and branches of
UYA will help UYA to become even more
invincible, and | am eagerly anticipating

that moment




OUTCOMES

The July 1, 2006 through June 30, 2007 program year was the second for UYA's service data tracking system. We built upon suc-
cesses of the previous year and made improvements where necessary, and we are pleased to report the following statistics.

Youth Development Program

UYA offers a year-round Youth Development Program for
youth in grades 9-12 that provides the necessary skills to tran-
sition from high school to the world of work and/or postsec-
ondary education. This is achieved through a series of weekly
educational training sessions, various enrichment activities, in-
ternship opportunities and mentoring programs. Youth create
career plans that provide a framework to develop and achieve
their goals. A structured curriculum in the areas of Business

Youth Served
179  Core Program Participants
67  Academic Enrichment Only

Acumen, Life Skills, Health & Wellness, and Financial Literacy
serves as the foundation of training sessions that culminate
into internship opportunities catered towards students’ career
fields of interest. UYA also provides tutoring for all students
and college preparation assistance for juniors and seniors in-
terested in postsecondary education. It is UYA’s goal that every
student graduate from high school work ready, life prepared
and community minded.

57 Special Collaboration: Housing Authority City of Pittsburgh, Youthworks, YouthPlaces and One Vision One Life
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WHO WE SERVED

Gender

B e
- Female (53%)

Residency

- County (38%)
- City (62%)

Youth who completed the program year for a 70% program year completion rate.

Age

|:|A9e19 (17%)
-Age18 (16%)
-Age17 (15%)
|:|A9e16 (14%)
|:|A9e15 (13%)

Schools

I:I Other (3%)
- Private (5%)
- Public (92%)




Youth Workforce Development

95% of participants successfully completed summer intern-
ships.

Academic Enrichment

Of students who participated in tutoring, 85% increased their
academic performance as evidenced by an increase in the GPA
on their report cards. Also, two SAT preparation classes served
98 students.

99% of 9th graders promoted to 10th grade.
99% of 10th graders promoted to 11th grade.
98% of 11th graders promoted to 12th grade.
99% of 12th graders graduated.

322 hours of tutoring assistance were provided.

College Tours were conducted with the University of Maryland,
Morgan State College and the Community College of Allegh-
eny County.

Postsecondary Education

Of After-School Program participants, 86% of youths attended
some form of postsecondary education, and 14% of youths
directly entered the workforce. Below are some colleges and
universities the class of 2007 currently attend:

California University of PA

Case Western Reserve University

Clarion University

Community College of Allegheny County
PA Culinary Institute

Indiana University of PA

Kent State University

Penn State McKeesport

University of Pittsburgh

Outreach Program

The Outreach Program is often conducted in collaboration
with other community-based organizations. Outreach includes
events such as the annual Charles Drew Science Fair and the
annual Minority Youth Business Symposium.

Hurricane Katrina 101 36
Minority Youth Business Symposium 30
Charles Drew Science Fair 57
Self-Defense Demonstration 55
Selling Drugs Is Not a Career 32

210

Total Served

School-Based Program

The School-Based Program is conducted in partnership with
local school districts, offering resources to help at-risk youths
improve attendance, behavior and academic performance.

Program Components: Violence Prevention, Youth Workforce
Development

Goals from school-based program participation are for the fol-
lowing results:

+  Youth will demonstrate a positive change in behavior.
«  Youth will increase academic performance.
«  Youth will increase school attendance.

Youths Served

Pittsburgh Classical Academy 33
Sunnyside (K-8) School 115
Northview Elementary School 60
Student Achievement Center 22
Westinghouse High School 104
Vann Elementary School 83
Manchester Academic Charter School 48
Shuman Center 457
Total Youths Served 922

Outcome Evaluation Methods
(Scale: None, Some, Positively)

Attitudes About Violence Surveys
Teacher Surveys

Student Surveys

Parent Surveys

Administrator Surveys

sl £ GO 5

Overall School-Based Program Results for 2006-2007 school
year.
(1=Lowest Rating, 5=Highest Rating)

Pittsburgh Classical Academy:
Sunnyside (K-8) School:
Northview Elementary School:
Student Achievement Center:
Westinghouse High School:

(O, NG, BNV, B0, R0, |




Enrichment

Enrichment activities expose students to experiences beyond
those of home, school and the community, and this program
year included:

Open House
Session Succession
Freshman Party 1“,
Roller Skating

Open Microphone Night

Founder’s Day Meet & Greet

Fashion Show

Documentary Viewing - Behind the Lens
Alumni Meet & Greet

Black History Month Afrocentric Game Night
Murder Mystery Dinner Theatre

As part of the enrichment component, UYA students provided
community service assistance through volunteering efforts to
the following organizations:

Humane Society
Pressley Street Highrise
Vintage Adult Daycare
Diversity Bookshelves
Homewood Library

'

Anniversary Banquet - Celebrating 41 Years of Helping Young People Become
Work Ready, Life Prepared and Community Minded

On July 9, 2007, the Urban Youth Action family of students, parents, staff, board,
friends and supporters celebrated 41 years of service with a dinner and banquet
program held at the University of Pittsburgh. UYA students conducted the entire
banquet program. The honorees included:

Worksite of the Year Manchester Youth Development Center
Session Presenter of the Year K. Chase Patterson

Community Partner of the Year POISE Foundation

Corporate Partner of the Year PNC Bank

Geraldine C. Jones Volunteer of the Year Saral.Adams

Bernard H. Jones Sr. Award Cornell D. Jones

Twilighters Scholarship Award Peri Lee

UYA Educational Fund Richard Watkins

Robert B. Pease Award Jordan Welch
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Pennsylvania Governor, Edward G.
Rendell and Pittsburgh City Council
acknowledged Urban Youth Action’s
41 years of service to youth and the
community.




COLLABORATIONS

Charles Drew Science Fair

The 23rd Annual Charles Drew Science
Fair, which helps stimulate students’ ca-
reer interests in science and technology,
took place March 17 at Carnegie Mellon
University. Students in grades 6-12 sub-
mitted science projects to compete for
savings bonds and trophies. Collabo-
rators included the National Technical
Association, the Black Faculty and Staff
Association of Carnegie Mellon Univer-
sity and Urban Youth Action. Dr. Karl A.
Lozzanne, a 29-year old African-Ameri-
can neurosurgeon with the University of
Pittsburgh Medical Center, served as the
guest speaker.

Minority Youth Business Symposium

The 2007 Minority Youth Business Sym-
posium was held May 11" at Urban Youth
Action. Students from the Westinghouse
High School Business and Finance Acad-
emy and youths from the Duquesne, Pa.,
Urban League joined UYA students in
this activity, learning about the oppor-
tunities and challenges of entrepreneur-
ship. Minority entrepreneurs served on
a panel to share their experiences. The

Project Employ Transition to Success

Youth Workforce Development Conference

The second annual Youth Workforce De-
velopment Conference was held on April
27 at the Omni William Penn Hotel. The
conference served youth service pro-
fessionals as well as students. A variety
of workshops were held for youths and
professionals. The keynote speaker was
Heather Weiss, Ed.D., founder and direc-
tor of the Harvard Family Research Proj-
ect. Welcome and kickoff were anchored
by Edward DelJesus, founder and CEO of
the Youth Development and Research
Fund. The conference was followed by a
Youth Career Fair on April 28", Employ-

students also attended the Pittsburgh
Regional Minority Purchasing Council
Business Opportunity Fair held at the
David L. Lawrence Convention Center to
observe vendors and buyers in a busi-
ness networking environment. The Mi-
nority Youth Business Symposium is a
cooperative venture between Pittsburgh
Regional Minority Purchasing Council
and Urban Youth Action.

ers, educators and service providers as-
sisted youth who were interested in gain-
ing employment and exploring college
options. The second annual Youth Work-
force Conference was part of “Imagine
What You Can Be in Pittsburgh: A Youth
Workforce Development Week.” This se-
ries of activities and events highlighting
and celebrating career education took
place April 23-28, 2007. Collaborators in-
cluded Urban Youth Action, YouthWorks,
YouthLink, Career Link Pittsburgh and
The Three Rivers Workforce Investment
Board.

Project Employ Transition to Success was a collaboration of Pittsburgh Social Venture Partners, Bethlehem Haven, YouthWorks
and Urban Youth Action. The 36-week professional development curriculum served students in grades 11 and 12, while provid-
ing participants with opportunities for self and career exploration relevant to obtaining desired jobs. Their experiences included
networking with local employers, work-experience placements, monetary incentives, and working with occupational therapists

to develop individual goal plans.



VOLUNTEERS

Volunteers have been a key component of Urban Youth Action’s foundation since its inception 41 years ago. Each volunteer is a
community partner in making the UYA service delivery method effective. We are grateful to each person who has contributed in
this way to the success of Urban Youth Action and to the young people we serve.
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CONTRIBUTORS

Corporations

Citizens Bank of Pennsylvania
Equitable Resources

Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield
Mellon Bank of New York
National City Bank

PNC Bank

Individuals ($250+)

Terry Collin Budd

Shirrell Anderson-Burton
Richard Cruse

Andrew & Janae Frazier
Albert D. Rogers & Gladysmarie W. Harris
Anthony L. & Lennie Henry
Geraldine Jones

Coburn & Janice Jones
DaMon Macklin

Sharon Hughes-Morris
Davina Murray

Audrey Murrell, Ph.D.
Leard Pennywell

Governmental

This service is financed (in part) by a grant provided by the PA
Department of Community and Economic Development.
Allegheny County, Department of Human Services

City of Pittsburgh
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Foundations

ALCOA Foundation
Birmingham Foundation
Federated Department Stores
The Grable Foundation

The Pittsburgh Foundation
PNC Charitable Trust

PNC Foundation

POISE Foundation

PPG Industries Foundation

Organizations ($250+)

Cruse Professional Services (donated by Sharon Hughes-Morris)
Friends for Frazier

Hill House Association

JAL Properties LLC

JRL Enterprises

Northshore Community Alliance

The Macklin Group (TMG)

Pittsburgh Association of Human Resource Professionals
United Way of Allegheny County

Youthworks, Inc.

Contract Partners

Housing Authority City of Pittsburgh
Manchester Academic Charter School
Pittsburgh Public Schools




CONTRIBUTORS

We are very grateful to all our contributors. Financial support from foundations, corporations, government, United Way, individ-
ual givers and organizations makes our service possible. Also, we say a very special “thank you” to our students for their financial

support.
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FINANCIALS YOU CAN HELP

Please visit http://www.urbanyouthaction.org/contribute.html
Support for information about supporting Urban Youth Action, Inc.

Foundations $92,075 You can contribute online directly to the UYA Operating Fund,
United Way $85,147 which goes toward daily costs for the organization. Or you
Individuals $50,078 can contribute to the UYA Endowment and Educational Fund,
Corporations $29,266 which goes into an account where interest earned is applied
Special Events 514,829 to UYA program costs and the principal continues to generate
Total $271,395 more income for UYA services over the long-term. Alumni are

also invited to contribute to the UYA Alumni Fund, where inter-
est earned supports an annual scholarship for postsecondary
Revenue education granted to a graduating UYA senior. A copy of the

Government Entities $128,536 official registration and financial information may be obtained
nt Fund-raisin 1.27 from the PA Department of State by calling toll-free (within
Total Revenue $129,811 Pennsylvania) 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply en-

dorsement.
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Urban Youth Action, Inc.
Warner Centre

333 Forbes Avenue, 1st Floor
Pittsburgh, PA 15222-1830

412.391.7807 phone
412.391.7810 fax
www.urbanyouthaction.org
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Pennsylvania Educational Improvement
Tax Credit Program

Pennsylvania’s Educational Improvement Tax
Credit (EITC) Program authorizes tax credits for
businesses that make contributions to educa-
tional improvement organizations. Through the
EITC Program, businesses can reduce their tax
liability while supporting organizations such as
Urban Youth Action, Inc. UYA would like to thank
the following corporations for their financial con-
tributions through the Educational Improvement
Tax Credit Program.

Equitable Resources
Highmark Corporation
UPMC

PPG Industries

PNC Bank

If you are interested in helping UYA develop
young people to be part of a prepared, diverse
work force, please consider partnering with us.
Contact Karris Jackson at 412-391-7807 for more
information about the EITC Program.
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