


Urban Youth Action (UYA) was founded in March 
1966 in Pittsburgh, PA by the late Bernard H. Jones 
Sr. to help young people develop their potential. 
Youth education, workforce development, 
community service and life preparedness continue 
to be the focal points. UYA opened its doors on 
Bedford Avenue in Pittsburgh’s Hill District to an 
enthusiastic welcome by the community.   Within a 
relatively short period, UYA was drawing national 
and international attention, including receiving 
visitors from other countries. Thus began a 
continuous record of service to youths and others in 
the Pittsburgh and Allegheny County community.

Early financial support came from Mr. and Mrs. 
George Henderson and the Richard King Mellon 
Foundation.  The Urban Redevelopment Authority 
provided guidance for a short time.  In February 
1969, UYA became a legally incorporated, 
non-profit organization and was granted 501©3 
tax-exempt status by the Internal Revenue Service.  
In 1975, UYA became a member agency of the 
United Way of Allegheny County.

Youth administration was, and continues to be, a 
unique program component.  Students are 
employed at the UYA office in administrative 
positions – young people helping the adult staff plan 
and conduct activities for young people. Other 
students are employed offsite, while still others 
perform services for the community.  

While keeping our original purpose, we have made 
necessary adjustments. We take advantage of new 
opportunities in workforce development. We 
co-sponsor an annual science fair to encourage 
student interest in careers in science and 
technology. Our students have access to computers. 
Violence prevention, conflict resolution; career 
research, selection and planning; self-esteem, and 
resisting negative peer pressure are among our 
educational session topics. Our office is centrally 
located in downtown Pittsburgh and accessible to 
students throughout Allegheny County. We are also 
responding in other ways to the need for young 
people to be prepared to function in a very complex 
society.

Urban Youth Action is making strides to increase the 
number of students served and has a continual goal 
of improving services. We are empowering young 
people to be work ready, life prepared, and 
community minded.

40 Years of Service

MISSION STATEMENT
Urban Youth Action, Inc., empowers young people to develop positive life and leadership skills by 
connecting learning to the world of work and the pursuit of postsecondary education.
 
V IS ION STATEMENT
To develop a community of adults and young people who share many values, goals and 
responsibilities. Dedicated to the development of the whole person into a confident, courageous, 
self-disciplined and responsible person.
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�
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
This year marks the 40th Anniversary of Urban Youth Action, Inc.  It is hard 
to believe that UYA has been empowering youth to be “Work Ready, Life 
Prepared and Community Minded” for four decades.  There is much to be 
said for a grassroots organization, such as UYA, that can survive the 
fluctuating economic climate and continue providing quality services to area 
youth.  I believe that much, if not all, of UYA’s success is due to the people 

in our community who continue to support the organization, 40 years later.  However, there is 
still work to be done.  As we celebrate 40 years of existence, we must also be mindful of the 
world around us.  As resources continue to dwindle and new organizations emerge, we must 
POISE ourselves for sustainability.  It is in this spirit that I humbly ask you to consider making a 
contribution to Urban Youth Action’s Endowment Fund managed within the POISE Foundation.  
Economic self-sufficiency is the only true way to ensure Urban Youth Action, Inc. will be around 
for our children’s children’s children.  

K a r r i s  M .  J a c k s o n ,  M . S . E d .
P r e s i d e n t  &  C E O
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IMMEDIATE PAST BOARD CHAIRPERSON'S MESSAGE
On the 40th Anniversary of Urban Youth Action, Inc., my term as 
chairperson ends, and my association with UYA has come full circle. It was a 
privilege and an honor to be a student, Board member and Board 
Chairperson of such an outstanding organization.  
 
During my tenure as Board Chair, UYA made great accomplishments. This 

included acquisition of the Program To Aide Citizen Enterprise, PACE Opportunities Program 
(POP) and implementing a successful data collection strategy. Also, UYA relocated to the Warner 
Centre giving us an additional 3,000 square feet. 
 
UYA will continue to grow and remain a successful youth program through strong leadership.  
Dr. Audrey Murrell, the new UYA Board Chairperson, will capitalize on the accomplishments 
achieved during my tenure and challenge the Board and President & CEO to make UYA "the 
model youth program" by utilizing new partnerships and technology as starting blocks to launch 
UYA into the next 40 years.

R o s a l y n  G u y - M c C o r k l e , E s q .  
I m m e d i a t e  P a s t  B o a r d  C h a i r p e r s o n
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YOUTH DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE
Urban Youth Action has been in the center of my life for three years and 
counting. I have been Employment Director, Accounting Director, and Youth 
Staff Director.  I have also assisted each of the other departments. UYA has 
prepared me for real life issues as well as to be work ready. UYA has been 
around for 41 years and will continue serving young people for another 41 years. 
Being part of the UYA legacy is important, because it can open many doors for 
you. But always remember one thing, UYA is a lifetime commitment.

R o n n i q u a  W i l l i e
Yo u t h  S t a f f  D i r e c t o r  2 0 0 5 - 2 0 0 6
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40 YEARS – A Review >>> 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Audrey Murrell, Ph.D., Chairperson
K.C. McCrory Wise, Vice Chairperson
John J. Hollins, Treasurer
John P. Florio, Secretary

Elizebeth Birru, M.B.A.
Bridgette N. Driver, J.D., S.P.H.R.
Andrew Frazier, Jr., CFA
Victoria W. Gilliam
Lennie R. Henry 
Rosalyn Guy-McCorkle, Esq.
Michael J. Mingrone
Christopher A. Reinard
Joel Segel
Reverend DeNeice Welch
Jason Wells
Ricardo J. Williams
Roberta L. Wilson
Julie R. Yarzebinski, Esq.

Bernard H. Jones, Sr.
Founder & Honorary Chairperson

ADULT STAFF
Karris M. Jackson, M.S.Ed. President & CEO

Program Managers
Cornell Jones 
Youth Workforce Development

Veronica Wright 
Curriculum Development. & Evaluation

Heather Stevens 
Educational Outreach & Community Development

Heather IAsia Eybers 
Entrepreneurship & Financial Literacy

Patricia Weaver 
Office Manager

Shelley Dupree 
Secretary

 

YOUTH STAFF 2005-2006
Sama Worthy, Journalism Department

Alexandria Reed, Business Department

Blake Butler, Education Department

Brittany Davis, Art Department

Ronniqua Willie, Youth Director

Jordan Welch, Public Relations Department
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Fortieth Anniversary Banquet >>>Outcomes (cont’d) >>>

OUTREACH PROGRAM
The Community Outreach Program, conducted in 
collaboration with other community-based organizations, 
includes events such as an annual science fair for students and 
an annual youth business symposium for organizations that 
provide or support work experiences for young people.

Youths Served
Youth Business Symposium    81
Charles Drew Science Fair    96
Crossroads Foundation    52
Monthly Outreach Events    94
Total Youths Served  323

ENRICHMENT
Enrichment refers to activities that are neither employment 
nor education, although all UYA activities provide an 
educational experience.  Enrichment activities expose the 
participating student to diverse experiences beyond those of 
home, school and the community.  Our young people 
participated in the following enrichment activities:

 Students read to children at Homewood Library
 Students and adult staff participated in walk for Multiple Sclerosis
 Adult staff read to first graders at Propel Charter School
 Students distributed meals to Downtown Pittsburgh’s homeless
 Roller skating
 Steel City Styles fashion show
 Urban Idol talent show
 Youth staff team–building
 Workshop: Conflict Resolution & Today’s Violent Hip–Hop Role

CELEBRATING 40 YEARS OF EDUCATING AND EMPLOYING YOUTH
On June 12, 2006, Urban Youth Action students held center stage as the organization celebrated its fortieth anniversary at the University of 
Pittsburgh. The festivities featured a reception, followed by dinner and a program conducted by the students. These young people anchored 
the evening serving as emcees, hosts and hostesses. Ronniqua Willie, a high-school senior and UYA youth staff director, provided the keynote 
address. Proceeds supported youth employment and educational programming in addition to a variety of constructive youth development 
activities. Awards were presented to:

Worksite of the Year, Astorino    Session Presenter of the Year, Rob Biko Baker
Volunteer of the Year, Trayce Reed    Community Partner of the Year, YouthWorks, Inc.
Alumni of the Year, the Honorable Tonya Payne  Corporate Partner of the Year, Highmark
Student of the Year, Shaneka Roberts   Bernard H. Jones Sr. Award, Gregory Spencer, Jonathan Zimmer

Sharon Hughes-Morris and Valerie Jones, outgoing members of the Board of Directors, were recognized for their many years of service and 
dedication.  Closing comments were provided by Karris Jackson, executive director, and Rosalyn Guy-McCorkle, outgoing board chairperson.  
As usual, a student gave surprise closing remarks. 
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Collaborations >>> Volunteers >>> 
Urban Youth Action works in partnership with other 
groups to conduct and promote activities for youth.  In 
harmony with the UYA mission to  “Empower young 
people to be: Work Ready, Life Prepared, Community 
Minded” we partenered to produce the following.

YOUTH WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 
CONFERENCE
Urban Youth Action and YouthWorks, Inc. brought 
together workforce development professionals and 
high-school students for a Youth Workforce Development 
Conference  at the Omni William Penn Hotel in 
Downtown Pittsburgh on June 1, 2006.  Student topics 
included:  Learn Techniques for Finding a Job and Choosing 
a Career, Explore Career Paths, Starting Your Own 
Business, Negotiation Skills, How to Make Your Job Work 
for You, and How To Get The Most Out of a Job.  Student 
attendance was free and lunch was provided.  Topics for 
adult participants included but were not limited to:  Youth 
Cultural Competencies, Successful Job Development 
Strategies, and Project Management.  The keynote speaker, 
Edward DeJesus; founder, president and CEO of the 
nation’s pioneering youth policy and advocacy firm, the 
Youth Development and Research Fund; on the topic 
“Committing Youth to School and Work.”   

CHARLES DREW SCIENCE FAIR
Urban Youth Action partnered with the National Technical 
Association  and the Carnegie Mellon University Black 
Faculty and Staff Association to conduct the 22nd annual 
Charles Drew Science Fair in March 2006 at Carnegie 
Mellon University. The fair is held to encourage youths to 
consider careers in science and technology.   Students in 
grades 6-12 participated. First, second and third place winners 
respectively received savings bonds of $300, $200 and $100.

POISE Foundation provided financial support for the fair.   
Support was also provided by Bynums Advertising, Terry 
Collier and Associates, and Terry and Stephenson, P.C.  
Volunteers with backgrounds in science and technical fields 
served as judges. Herbert W. Massie, Jr., technical specialist 
with the Nuclear Facilities Safety Board, and Joan 
Blassingame served as guest speakers.  The fair is named 
after Dr. Charles R. Drew (1904-1950), an 
African-American physician and surgeon, internationally 
recognized as a leading authority on the preservation of 
human blood for transfusion 

YOUTH BUSINESS SYMPOSIUM
Urban Youth Action conducted its annual Youth Business 
Symposium  to expose area students to minority role 
models in the business community and opportunities in 
business ownership.  The Youth Business Symposium is 
conducted as part of the annual Minority Trade Fair held by 
the Pittsburgh Regional Minority Purchasing Council.  This 
fair brings corporate buyers and minority vendors together 
in a business generating and networking environment.  
UYA partnered with the Pittsburgh Pirates, Upward 
Bound, and the Westinghouse Business and Finance 
Academy to present the Symposium.  PRICE and CLAY 
were also affiliated.  The symposium was held on May 9 at 
the Carnegie Science Center at Discovery Island with 86 
students attending.  Students from Urban Youth Action 
were joined by youths from the Westinghouse Business 
and Finance Academy, Perry Traditional Academy, and 
Career Connections Charter High School.  Minority 
business owners and other spoke to the students about 
opportunities in entrepreneurship.  Speakers came from:  
All Purpose Cleaning, Oscar LTD., The Allegheny Group,  
Sabio Springs, and the Pittsburgh Pirates.
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Volunteers are a vital element in educating the young people we serve.  Urban Youth Action volunteers are performing an 
invaluable community service.  The information they provide teaches UYA students about the value of education, career 
research and planning, workforce development, personal matters, and community issues.  Each educational topic builds 
on the foundation we develop to help each young person become a contributing member of society--as a youth and an 
adult.  We thank each volunteer for the time and effort they devoted to educating young people.  Their support helped 
Urban  Youth Action in its mission to empower young people to be work ready, life prepared, and community minded.

Volunteers are a vital element in educating the young people we serve.  Urban Youth Action volunteers are performing an 
invaluable community service.  The information they provide teaches UYA students about the value of education, career 
research and planning, workforce development, personal matters, and community issues.  Each educational topic builds 
on the foundation we develop to help each young person become a contributing member of society--as a youth and an 
adult.  We thank each volunteer for the time and effort they devoted to educating young people.  Their support helped 
Urban  Youth Action in its mission to empower young people to be work ready, life prepared, and community minded.



Collaborations >>> Volunteers >>> 
Urban Youth Action works in partnership with other 
groups to conduct and promote activities for youth.  In 
harmony with the UYA mission to  “Empower young 
people to be: Work Ready, Life Prepared, Community 
Minded” we partenered to produce the following.
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attendance was free and lunch was provided.  Topics for 
adult participants included but were not limited to:  Youth 
Cultural Competencies, Successful Job Development 
Strategies, and Project Management.  The keynote speaker, 
Edward DeJesus; founder, president and CEO of the 
nation’s pioneering youth policy and advocacy firm, the 
Youth Development and Research Fund; on the topic 
“Committing Youth to School and Work.”   
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grades 6-12 participated. First, second and third place winners 
respectively received savings bonds of $300, $200 and $100.
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Contributors >>>

UYA has a diverse funding stream. It is noteworthy that the youth served through enrollment contribute. All UYA students made a 
financial contribution to the UYA Endowment Fund.  Space limitation prevents us from listing each of those 149 students. However, we want to 
acknowledge their contribution and let them know that we appreciate their support. We are tremendously grateful to all our contirbutors.
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U.S. Department of Education
North Hills Community Outreach Center
The Grable Foundation
Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield
McCune Foundation
Federated Department Stores, Inc.
POISE Foundation
Duquesne Light Corporation
Financial and Moral Supporters (FAMS)
Federal Home Loan Bank of Pittsburgh
Dominion Foundation
Citizens Bank
Twilighters Club
Housing Authority of the City of Pittsburgh
Allegheny County Department of Human Services
Pittsburgh Public Schools
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Please contribute to our Operating Fund.  
Contributions go directly toward daily operating 
costs. A copy of the official registration and financial 
information may be obtained from the PA 
Department of State by calling, toll-free within 
Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. 
Registration does not imply endorsement.
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Foundations...........................$211,436 

Corporations...........................$49,074 

Organizations
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Individuals................................$13,453 

United Way..............................$84,735 

Special Activities........................$6,885 

Government Agencies...........$214,534 

Consulting & Training..............$29,552 

TOTAL REVENUE............$615,354 
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